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Responsible AI vs. AI Ethics - What's the Difference?  
 
It's time to answer a question that comes up frequently in AI discussions – what is the 
difference between Responsible AI and AI Ethics?  

In brief, both are focused on ensuring that AI is developed and deployed responsibly but 
with some key differences in scope and perspective. 
 

     Responsible AI typically centers the needs of individual organizations & technology 
developers. Its scope is limited to users of said technology, impacted stakeholders, and 
compliance with existing laws/regulations*.  
 

      Responsible AI includes (not a complete list): 
 

   Safety guardrails (users) 

   Privacy & user consent (data)  

   Governance policy & protocols  

   Compliance & risk management 

   Employee training to minimize harms 

   Guardrails for protected groups (bias) 

   Responsible development practices & policies 

   Societal & community safety guardrails (impacted stakeholders) 

   Ethics - model transparency, ethically sourced data, bias audits, etc. 
 
Note: Internal algorithmic audits, red teaming, reliability testing, etc. are best practices, 
which can be included in RAI scope or exist outside of it. 
 
*Exceptions include tech lobbying for exemption or revision of current laws and industry 
standards. 
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     AI Ethics centers the needs of society & humanity. Its scope is much broader and not 
limited to individual organization, sector, or region.  

      AI Ethics includes (not a complete list): 
 

  Protection of Rights - human, civil, labor, patients, users, protected/at-risk 
communities, stakeholders impacted by AI like creators and others 

   Research (focused on minimizing harms and maximizing benefits from Al for all) 

   Training & reskilling programs (focused on opportunities and shared prosperity) 

   Literacy programs (focused on informed consent and thoughtful adoption) 

   Governance policy & guidelines (national, regional, global, other) 

   Law & regulation (focused on human safety & accountability) 

   Impact assessments (environmental, resources, labor, other) 

   Algorithmic audits for bias, if required by law and conducted by independent 3rd party.  
 
In summary:  

Responsible AI is a smaller, more tightly focused version of AI Ethics at an organizational 
level while the latter is concerned with a wide range of issues that impact 99% of humanity.  
 

   Both matter.  

   Both are important.  

   Both are promising high-growth evolving spaces. 

   You can work on either or both, but neither are meaningful without diversity, lived 
experiences, and human-centered approach. 
 

     For more hype-free insights on careers & future of AI, sign up for Women in AI Ethics™ 
page on LinkedIn and newsletter on Substack. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/womeninaiethics/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/womeninaiethics/
https://womeninaiethics.substack.com/

